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plish. No lunger dues defence pivot oa the North-West Frontier
but on Burma and the Middle East. Recruitment, still entirely
voluntary, exceeds two millions, and extends to districts, classes,
and castes never before represented. The high percentage of
technical personnel required in a modern mechanised army has
enabled men from many parts of die country, even where die
average physique is not high, to take a place in the fighting
services. The Indian Army is at present die only large voluntary
army in the world.

Recruitment to the ranks of Indian officers has been immensely
expanded, and all units throughout the Services have been opened
to them. The Indian Sandhurst has been enlarged, and other
Officers* Training Schools founded where British and Indian
cadets are trained together. Forty per cent of die officers recruited
since the outbreak of war are Indians. Specialist courses in the
many different branches of modem warfare and schools of
instruction of all kinds have been provided. Thousands of men
have been trained as motor transport drivers, mechanics, wireless
operators, armourers, etc. Paratroops are being raised, and the
parachutes they use are made in India of Indian silk.

Nearly five hundred thousand troops have been sent overseas,
A contingent served in France in 1940; in Hong Kong, Malaya,
and Burma losses were severe; in Eritrea and Libya, historic regi-
ments, now mechanised and armed with modem weapons, won
fresh glory. The Fourth Indian Division, whose exploits have
become world famous, was in the forefront of the fighting
throughout the Libyan, Abyssinian, and Tunisian campaigns.
Without die assistance of India, Lord Wavdl has stated, the Allies
could not have held the Middle East. It was India's troops that
helped to hold not only Egypt but also Palestine, Syria, Iraq, and
Persia. Their gallantry is reflected ia die long list of distinctions
gained by all ranks.

Troops from die ladiaa States have fought side by ride with
troops from British fodia, as they Ime done ia Bearfy c^ery ca^
paign since die beginning of the nineteenth ocwttery* After the